
EASY BOUCLE CUSHIONS 
 
This pattern makes 2 cushion covers for cushions sized 50cm X 50cm, which fits Ikea FJADRAR cushions.  
The purl side of stockinette stitch is used to better show the boucle texture.  Instructions for sewing the 
zipper are also included. 
 

             
 
Three types of instructions are included:  
A. Machine knitting (a long rectangle that folds in half);  
B. Hand knitting in-the-round (a fat tube) PROS: minimal finishing, knitting-in-the-round (no need to purl); 
C. Hand knitting flat (2 separate pieces) PROS: more “substantial” edges. 
 
Materials (makes 2 cushions): 
- 3 skeins worsted boucle yarn. I used Bernat Softee Chunky (for turquoise cushions) and Bernat Illusions 
(for brown cushions) 
- 5.5 mm needles (For B., circular needles.  For C, either circular or straight needles) 
- If using 3 needle bind off, will need 2 needles 5.5 mm or smaller to hold stitches 
- 2 X 55 cm zippers 
- Pins & thread for stitching zipper 
 
Tension 
Approximately 10 cm (4 inches) = 18 stitches X on 5.5mm 
If gauge is slightly off it doesn’t matter.  If it’s too small, the cushion can always squeeze into the cover or if 
it’s too big, you can “fix” the size when sewing seams. 
 
Finished Dimensions 
A) One rectangle approximately 45cm X 90cm  
B) One tube approximately 45cm X 90cm and measures 45cm X 45cm when folded in half  
C) Two pieces approximately 45cm X 45cm 
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A. Machine Knitting Instructions: 
 

Using the 3.5 plate, cast on 80 stitches. 
Knit 145 rows (or 90cm). 
To cast off, you can do either of the following 

1) Cast off and sew - Cast off the top and bottom edges.  Fold the rectangle in half with purl stitches 
(right side) facing together and sew top and bottom edges together (when you turn the cushion 
rightside out, purl stitches will be on the outside).   

2) 3-needle bind off – Do not cast off and transfer stitches to spare needles (needles can be any size 5.5 
mm or smaller, or stitch holders).    Undo waste yarn from the cast on and transfer stitches to other 
spare needle (needles can be any size 5.5 mm or smaller, or stitch holders).  Fold the rectangle in half 
with the purl stitches (right side) facing each other on the inside and knit stitches (wrong side) facing 
the outside. (When you turn the cushion right-side out, purl stitches will be on the outside).Cast off 
by using the 3-needle bind off method.  For help on 3-needle bind off, go to 
http://www.knittinghelp.com/knitting/basic_techniques/bind-off.php 

Keep the cushion inside out (purl side facing each other), sew zipper on one side seam* and sew together 
remaining side seam. 
Turn inside out… voila! 
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B. Hand Knit (knitting in the round): 
 
Using 5.5 needles, cast on 160 stitches. 
Place marker, knit 1 round, join, careful not to twist stitches. 
Knit 72 more rounds or until piece measures 45cm from beginning. 
Keep these stitches on the circular needle or use stitch holders. 
With the purl stitches (right side) facing each other on the inside and knit stitches (wrong side) facing the 
outside, sew zipper on one side seam*.  (When you turn the cushion right-side out, purl stitches will be on 
the outside). 
Sew together remaining side seam by casting off 1 stitch from the front and 1 stitch from the back together 
using the 3-needle bind off method.  For help on 3-needle bind off, go to 
http://www.knittinghelp.com/knitting/basic_techniques/bind-off.php 
Turn inside out… voila! 
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C. Hand Knit (2 separate pieces): 
 
Using 5.5 needles, cast on 80 stitches. 
Stockinette stitch = Knit 1 row, purl 1 row. 
Stockinette stitch for 72 rows or until piece measures 45cm from beginning. 
Bind off. 
Make 2 pieces. 
Put the pieces on top of another, with the purl stitches (right side) facing each other on the inside and knit 
stitches (wrong side) facing the outside, sew zipper on one side seam*.  (When you turn the cushion right-
side out, purl stitches will be on the outside). 
Keep the cushion inside out (purl side facing each other), sew remaining 3 side seams together.   
Turn inside out… voila! 
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Sewing the Zipper 
 
1. Turn the cushion inside out by placing right sides of the fabrics together.  For this project, make sure the 
purl sides are facing each other.  Flip down the front-piece towards you about 1 cm so you can see the purl 
stitches of both pieces. 
 
2. Place the closed zipper face downwards on the purl stitches. I opened the zipper so it’s easier to visualize.  
You could zip it up. 
 

 

Back-piece knit stitches (wrong side) 

Back-piece purl stitches (right side) 

Front-piece purl stitches (right side) 

Front-piece knit stitches (wrong side) 

 

 

Purl stitches (right side) 

Front-piece knit stitches (wrong side) 

 
3. Pin it in place. 
 
4. Sew it in carefully. 

 
 
5. (Open the zipper if you previously zipped it up) Turn it inside out.  Stick the cushion inside. 

 
 
6.  Voila! 
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